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Tuesday of Prayer 11/08/16  

4:45 - 5:30pm — Meet us for community 
spoken/silent prayer and continue our 
study through the Book of Confessions.  
Meet us in the Conner Room. Follow up 
weekly videos available on Tuesdays!  
www.skanpresby.org 

If you need a study guide or have 
problems accessing our videos, email  
revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

Be Thankful for People 
by Robin Dugall 

Thanksgiving is almost here, and across our country, pastors will be preaching sermons 
pointing out the need for Christ-followers to be thankful people. As a pastor, I’ve made 
impassioned pleas for Christ-followers to rise above our culture… to resist the 
temptation for the holiday season to be simply another opportunity for us to be self-
focused and self-indulgent. Thanksgiving isn’t just about eating to the brink of 
explosion; shopping to the brink of bankruptcy; watching television to the brink of 
insanity. I’ve tried to make the point that Thanksgiving for a person who loves God can 
be so much more. 
Even so, I discovered in my own life that despite what I’ve preached, I have missed a 
crucial element in the process of being a thankful follower of Jesus in my own life. I 
found that over the years I have been mostly thankful for the THINGS in my life; for 
food, finances, the house I have lived in, the clothes I have worn, and so on. While 
there’s nothing wrong with being thankful for these things, I have missed the boat on 
giving thanks for the biggest blessings of God in my life… PEOPLE. 
Consider how empty, purposeless, and meaningless our lives would be without 
relationships. Relationships have shaped who we are and who we are becoming. 
Without exception, everyone I know has been positively influenced by other people. 
While it is easy to thank God for the THINGS in our lives, we should remember to be 
equally thankful for the PEOPLE God has placed in our lives as well! 
Let me give you just one example. I am thankful for my Aunt Patty. She had suffered a brain injury when she was a small child 
severe enough that by the time I was born, she had become mentally disabled. But, when I was a child, she would play games 
and entertain me for hours. She loved me unconditionally. We would play The Beatles records and pretend to be Paul 
McCartney and John Lennon. It was her love for music that infected my soul for the rest of my life. I thank God for her! 
How about you? Who do you thank God for? Today, take a few moments and thank God for the relationships in your life. 
Truthfully, it can revolutionize your life. Happy Thanksgiving! 

GOING DEEPER: 
1. Make a list of the people who have shaped your life. Share the list with your friends and family. 
2. How will you show your gratitude towards God? How can you be more consistent?  

http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.facebook.com/skanpresby
http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.facebook.com/skanpresby
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Nov. 12th Advent Craft Potluck 

Saturday November 12th at 6pm in Dobson hall. We will be making 
advent wreaths for you to take home and ornaments for decorating 
the tree in the Sims Room at the  “hanging of the greens” on 
Sunday November 27th (Sunday after Thanksgiving)  —-  

Bring a dish to pass and table setting  
$10 per family for craft materials  

Nov. 13th  Youth Worship, Goodie Package Making 

We will meet at 1pm in the Great Room.  
As we gather we will have a few rounds of Ga-Ga (Google it!) and have vegetarian 
and regular Chili for lunch. We will begin our evening together with a non-
traditional worship and put together our annual “Care Packages” for our college 
students and those in the military. Students and adults that wish to attend are 
encouraged to bring $7 for postage and 10% of your Halloween candy to include 
in the care packages; next to any notes, stamp sheets, highlighters, sharpies, pens 
or pencils and/or any personal gifts or words of encouragement for your love ones 
that you wish to include.  

Women’s Evening Circle 
  
NOVEMBER 
Our November meeting will be in conjunction with the church activity on Saturday, November 12th at 6p.m. in 
Dobson Hall.  We will be making advent wreaths and ornaments, while sharing a meal and laughter together.   
Please bring a dish to pass, your own table setting, and $10.00 per family to cover the cost of the craft materials.   

DECEMBER 
Our December meeting will be on Sunday, December 11th at 3:00p.m. at Michele Wheatly’s home in Tully.  Michele 
is one of our newest church members and is excited to be our December hostess.  Join us for a British high-tea 
celebration and bring a dish to pass.  We will also be collecting our first item to fill the C.W. Service Hygiene Kits, 
so bring one or several new washcloths.  

We will gather at 1635 North Rd Tully, NY 13159.   RSVP to melstaniec@gmail.com 

mailto:melstaniec@gmail.com
mailto:melstaniec@gmail.com
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NEXT Men’s Brunch is November 20th with Larry Weiss - Save the Date!  

Our many thanks to Gustav Niebuhr for his excellent presentation and 
review of his recent book, “Lincoln’s Bishop”.  We had a great turnout 
and a very appreciative audience. Gustav also donated a number of 
copies with all sale proceeds going to the Summer Mission trip to Puerto 
Rico. Additional copies are in the church office. Mario had a video 
going and has put it on the home page of our website. 
www.skanpresby.org 

Larry Weiss returns to Dobson Hall on November 20th. On this day 
Larry will talk about the the first Thanksgiving as going back 400 years, 
but this very meaningful tradition started thousands of years before the 
pilgrims in Massachusetts. As a prelude to Thanksgiving, Larry Weiss 
will discuss some New and Old Testament Thanksgiving hints that can 
make our Thursday feast day even more satisfying. All are invited, and what better way to start Thanksgiving week than 
with our delicious pancakes, turkey sausage and all the trimmings.  

The men in the kitchen will continue to cook up their specialties; pancakes, French toast, sausages and fruit. Regular and 
decaf coffee, tea and juice are also served.  Thanks to you we are self-supporting and are able to make modest mission 
contributions as needed. 

Presbyterian Women Of The Congregation   
by Jan Sterling 

Presbyterian Women monthly Circle Meetings – Thursday, Nov 3rd 

Mary/Martha circle 9:30 am  
at the home of Carolyn Schwab 
Luke: lesson 3 in the bible study, “Who is Jesus?” 

Esther/Sarah circle 1:00pm  
at the home of Ann Fey 

Thank you to those who helped sew the drapes for Vanderkamp! 

November 7th - St. Mary’s  

Prayer shawl ministry cordially invites you to 
knitting people together. Make new friends and see 
old friends. An ecumenical community gathering for 
prayer & fellowship Monday, November 7, 2016 at 
1:30pm St. Mary’s of the lake parish center 10 West 
Austin street.  
Please R.S.V.P. by November 1st to Michelle 
Alexander 315-685-5083 Beginners to advanced or 
curious, all are welcome! Please bring along your 
current project (if you have one) 
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Every Wednesday 6:45am  

We are inviting all Sr. High students to join us 
every Wednesday morning before school starts! 
YPB is a community group striving together to 
grow in Jesus Christ likeness, lead by Patrick 
Flint, Doug Hill and Rev. Mario Bolivar.  
Come and join us for a hot breakfast and a word 
of encouragement and prayer. YPB will be a 
casual yet a powerful way to jumpstart your 
adolescent life.  
Visit our website www.bprayer.weebly.com  
for more information and updates  

Wednesday March 15th - 2017 

The Illinois Wesleyan University Collegiate Choir 
will be performing at the First Presbyterian Church, 
Skaneateles, NY – more details to follow 

June 5- 16, 2017 (12 Days, 10 Nights) 

2nd Presbyterian, Bloomington, IL/1st Presbyterian, Skaneateles NY.  
Scotland Presbyterian Heritage and Choir Tour – Contact Doris Hill for 
more details 

Tour Inclusions (land-only) 

• Arrangement & publicity for 4-5 performances, including a 
Worship Service 

• 10 nights accommodations in 3 – 4 Star level hotels , based on 
double occupancy.   

       Single rooms available for a surcharge 
• Breakfast daily, plus 5 dinners 
• Deluxe air-conditioned coach transportation  
• One full-time tour escort per coach 
• Guided tours of Edinburgh, St. Andrews, Aberdeen & Glasgow 
• Group entrance fees (tbd by group leaders):  John knox House, 

Edinburgh Castle, Cawdor Castle, Whiskey Distillery, 
Culloden Moor Visitor Center. 

• All group coach, hotel and meal taxes. 

http://www.bprayer.weebly.com
http://www.bprayer.weebly.com
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Lecture Tickets - $35 & VIP Tickets - $75 (limited space) 

For tickets call 315-252-1283 or visit sewardhouse.org

Thursday, November 10, 2016
Lecture at 7:00 pm
Auburn High School Auditorium 

250 Lake Avenue, Auburn, NY

VIP Reception & Book Signing
5:00 - 6:30 pm

Reception Hosted at the Springside Inn

2016 Els a sodE rb E rg di s ti ngui s hE d sp E akE r sE ri E s prE s E nts

with Director Emeritus of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History

50 Great  
American Places

Brent Glass
Thank you to our sponsors!
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Transport yourself back in time with the  

Brighton Symphony Orchestra’s Rococo Project 

 

 

Harpsichord and Harp Concert 
        Sunday, November 13, 2016 at 2:00 pm 

Borodino United Methodist Church 

1820 State Route 174, Skaneateles, NY 13152 

 

Featuring Paul Knoke, harp   

and Jack Spula, harpsichord   

  
 

Please join us. Donations are gratefully accepted at the door,  
in support of the Brighton Symphony Orchestra. 

 

The Brighton Symphony Orchestra is sponsored by the Town of Brighton Recreation, Parks & Community Services, and is made possible with funds 
from the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and 

the New York State Legislature and administered by Livingston Arts, a member supported organization. 

 

           Program  
 
Duo: Clavecin et Harpe 
    Francesco Petrini (1744 - 1819) 
             Allegro 
             Presto 
 
American Debut Performance: 
Sonate No. 4 pour Harpe et Clavecin 
    Jean Baur (1719 - ? ) 
            Allegro 
            Minuet 
            Allegro 
 
Sonata No. 1  
    Maria Cosway (1760 - 1838) 
           Andantino 
           Allegretto 
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From Senior Pastor 

The other day someone came to me describing how overwhelmed 
they felt. Things are coming so fast; there is so much hate and 
animosity… What would happen if we each stopped for a moment 
and breathed? The pace of life cannot be dictated by the calendar of 
the clock, but by our internal rhythm, our relationships. Over and 
over again, I have heard Jesus’ words “What you bind on earth is 
bound in heaven, what you forgive is forgiven.”  
The act we tend to do more than any other is disposal, to end a 
conversation, to end an argument, to close off a relationship. How 
much easier and more freeing it is to forgive. Anger takes daily 
effort. Argument requires constant retort and fighting. Forgiveness 
happens once and if real forgiveness, it is done. Stop and breathe, 
and recognize that breath is the same word as spirit. You cannot live 
without breath, without the spirit of God within you. 

Hello Grandfather, 
by John Dau 

We are well and it is taking time to adjust here. Kids are very 
happy with their new school and have already made many friends. 
It is a very busy school and the kids like it. They always look 
forward to go to school every morning. I like that part. 
Martha's blood pressure has started leveling off and I hope its 
continues the trend. Tabitha is well along with her daughter. I'm 
shopping for a plane ticket for her to go pay a visit her parents 
whom she did not see since she was 5 years old. 
Teaching in Collegiate is OK. Little busy but I'm I liking it. My 
title is Global Scholar-in Residence and that I touches almost areas 
of global connections and teach how to be responsible citizen. 
I have been talking to Mike Henry to call a meeting of potential would-be JDF Board members and donors. Mike is 
finishing up filling his show and we will have a meeting to select who would like to join JDF and who would like to 
support JDF financially. I met with Shown Borich a doctor introduced to me by Barb and he is very willing not only to 
join us but to also get many doctors whom he work with to be supporters of JDF. 
I'm traveling to Syracuse tomorrow (Oct. 13th) and should be there around 6pm. I have couple fundraisers for JDF I'll 
do. One is in East Syracuse, one in Central Square and another near NYC. I'm not sure I'll have time to come see you 
but I'll try and if its doesn't work, I'll see you next time. I hope you and Grandma-Ruth are well.  

God bless your heart Grandfather!  
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Here is a summary of October 18th 2016 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery... 

The Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse held its stated 
meeting on Tuesday, October 18, 2016 at Amboy 
Belle Isle Community Church in Syracuse.  We are 
grateful to the folks at Amboy Belle Isle and to 
their pastor, Commissioned Ruling Elder Gail 
Banks, who provided such gracious hospitality and 
such a wonderful meal! 
  
The Stated Clerk reported that two special groups 
within the Presbytery have begun their work.  The 
Session of First Presbyterian Church in 
Chittenango requested to begin the process 
outlined in the Gracious Dismissal Policy of the 
Presbytery.  The Presbytery has named the 
following people as the Presbytery members of the 
Presbytery Discernment Team: teaching elders 
James Moore and Pete Shidemantle, and ruling 
elder Nancy Wind (Isaiah's Table).  Teaching elder 
Mary Anderson was appointed chairperson.  The 
congregation has named three members to the PDT, and the Session moderator, teaching elder Lorrie Cooney, will be a 
member with no voice or vote.  An Administrative Commission has been named to work in partnership with the Session 
of First Presbyterian Church of Auburn to address issues related to the church's ownership of the Case Mansion.  
Members of the Commission are ruling elders Joe Russo (Park Central), Beth Flynn (Auburn First), and Barbara Adams 
(Scipioville), and teaching elders Craig Lindsey and Banu Moore.  Mr. Russo was elected as the chairperson, and Ms. 
Flynn was elected as the clerk. 
  
During the worship service at this meeting, the Presbytery celebrated the Sacrament of Communion, CRE Gail Banks 
preached, ruling elder Rita Hooper (Fulton) was installed as Vice-Moderator of the Presbytery, and Teaching Elder 
Mario Bolivar was installed as Vice-Chairperson of the Leadership Team. 

  
Members and commissioners were invited to share items of Good News 
from their congregations and worshiping communities, and from 
Vanderkamp.  Some of those who shared were: James and Banu Moore 
about events in the Scipioville community and activities of the 
Committee on Representation. Bill and Penny James about news from 
Vanderkamp. Jim Thayer from Liverpool about their use of the Great 
Commission Funds to help build a new cabin at Vanderkamp. Nancy 
Wind about an upcoming event with author Doug Pagitt that will be 
happening in the Presbytery next year.  She also asked people to 
complete a brief survey to help the Leadership Development Work 
Group in their planning. Susan Smith about upcoming PW events. Deb 
Thomas about the "Fabulous Fourth" program at First United Church of 
East Syracuse, which celebrates special, interactive events during 

worship on the fourth Sunday of each month. Deb will be producing a booklet about what she's done this past year. 
Mario Bolivar about the new, laminated nametags that he has printed for use by folks at Presbytery gatherings.Linda 
Russell about the November 1 deadline for receipt of Benevolent Care Grants.  She also talked about the Peace and 
Global Witness Offering, and about the change in distribution percentages within our Presbytery.  She also shared two 
stories of the Aurora and Korean congregations' use of Great Commission Funds. 

Sharye Skinner about Sunday's installation of the Rev. Tom Oak as pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Cazenovia. 
Sam Dance about Onondaga Hill hosting some 400 youth from across the country for a Group Work Camp who will be 
coming to Syracuse to work and help in some of the impoverished areas of the community.  There will be opportunities 
for area congregations to help as well.  This will be in the summer of 2018.
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The Presbytery received a report from this summer's Presbyterian Youth 
Triennium.... and to see some 60 presbyters engage in an energizer truly was a 
sight to behold! 
  
The 2017 Presbytery budget was approved by the Presbytery. The per capita 
apportionment for 2017 is $37.75, up from $35.22 in 2016.  The breakdown is 
$7.50 for General Assembly, $4.10 for Synod of the Northeast, and $26.15 for 
Presbytery. 
  
Ruling elder Charlie Smith reported for the Ministry Work Group (formerly, the 
Committee on Ministry, or COM, Work Group) regarding transitions within our 
Presbytery: The Rev. Tom Oak is being installed as the pastor at First 
Presbyterian Church in Cazenovia on October 23. 

The Rev. Tracie Martin was recognized for her ministry, and the Presbytery honored her on the occasion of her retirement 
on October 31. The Rev. Janice Fitzgerald will begin her ministry as the Interim Pastor at Robinson Memorial Presbyterian 
Church on November 27. The Presbytery elected ruling elder Dan DeBrucker-Cota (Robinson Memorial) for service on the 
Leadership Team, class of 2019. The Presbytery's Bylaws and Standing Rules were amended as proposed by the 
Leadership Team.  Among other things, the number of Presbytery meetings/gatherings was changed to four times per year: 
February, May, August, and November. 
  

Shaughn Anson (Young Adult Advisory Delegate) and Gordie Howard 
(ruling elder commissioner) reported about their experiences at this 
summer's meeting of the General Assembly.  Ruling elder Charlie Smith 
reported about the work of the Synod's Mission and Ministry Commission, 
and ruling elder Rita Hooper presented a report from the Synod Assembly. 
  
The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will be sometime in February, 
date and place to be announced. 
  
  
Steve Plank, 
Stated Clerk/Communicator

Stewardship Update 

With the full support of the Session, Craig and Mario your Stewardship Committee is 
actively working to ensure that our goals of a 5% increase in pledge and donation 
income along with a jump from 77 to 100 actual pledges becomes a reality for 2017. 

These increases are needed to continue our Community of Faith here 
 * Pastoral Care and Leadership 
 * Active Mission Programs 
 * Focus on Youth and Christian Education 
 * Outstanding Musical Programs 
 * Food Pantry 
 * The Manor 
 * PWC 
 * Support of the Sudanese Lost Boy Program 

To accomplish all of this and keep our active programs flourishing we do require your 
help and support. Thank you for pledging in the past. Please consider increasing your 
pledge. For those of you who donate, thanks to you as well. Will you also consider an increase and completing a pledge card 
becoming part of the magic 100. More importantly, actual pledge cards really help the Finance Work Group as they strive to 
complete next year’s budget. It takes a lot of the guess work and assumptions out of the estimating of donations b a s e d o n 
prior years figures. Your Stewardship Committee will be busy in the next two weeks as they make presentations to the 
Session, Deacons, PWC Circles and the Choirs. We will be very happy to answer any of your questions or provide other 
information. 

Doug Rutan, Dave Graham, Ron Beavers and Steve White 
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JUDICIAL COMMISSION 
by Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey         

Most of ministry happens locally. Every Sunday and also on special occasions, we gather in our Church to worship God. But 
part of being Presbyterian is our connectionalism. Previously, I had experienced this in working on Presbytery Committees, or 
missions. However, last summer I was elected to serve at the General Assembly on what is named as The Permanent Judicial 
Commission, in essence this is the highest appellate court of our church. The United States Governmental and Courts Appellate 
structure was modeled on that of the Presbyterian Church. There are 16 of us, serving as Judges on this Commission, equal in 
number between Elders of their local churches and Pastors, however given the subject matter most are attorneys. What strikes 
you immediately is the faith and devotion of these persons, who are serving because of their faith and commitment to Jesus 
Christ. There is great attention to the power of words, the crafting of phrases and the meaning behind nuances. At the beginning 
of every trial, the body prays together, reads Scripture, and recites the beginning passage of the Book of Discipline of the Book 
of Order of the PCUSA. That passage states that in order to resolve conflict, in order to be the church together, there must be 
trust. The erosion of trust often brings us into conflict, and before we begin we have to name and understand our need to trust 
and work together. When there are Court Cases coming before the body, or we are trying a case there must be absolute 
confidentiality, but afterward we are able to discuss what we learned and how the church can benefit. 

SUDAN MISSION NETWORK 
by Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey        

Annually, all of the missionaries and churches and presbyteries working with Sudan and South Sudan gather together for 
networking, sharing ideas and a briefing from the State Department. The reality is that South Sudan is in crisis, inflation is out 
of control, warfare has made everything insecure. At the same time, when and where could the need be greater. When we began 
this work in 2006, there was need for basic health care and immunization, now the priority is on nutrition and food security and 
our John Dau Foundation has been at the forefront of these concerns. There is great fear at present of what will happen in the 
short run, the hope is that eventually leadership will rise who demand peace, who demand an end to hostility. Ten years ago, 
when we began this phase of this mission, we made the analogy that South Sudan was like the Old West in early days of the 
United States, except that instead of a rifle or pistol every person has access to an AK47. Ten years later, South Sudan is a new 
nation with its own version of Carpetbaggers and thieves, corruption, but also great human need. So we try. The John Dau 
Foundation is cautious to not put our staff or personnel at risk, but the reality is Just as described by Jesus in the Parable of the 
Samaritan the road between Jerusalem and Jericho is a hostile place with thieves and robbers and occasionally someone who 
truly does try to help. 

A WONDERFUL SURPRISE        
by Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey  

At a recent Men’s Breakfast, John Covell said “Craig have you ever been to the Holy Lands?” I said No, that I had always 
wanted to go, and had planned to in 2001 but September 11th had stopped that. He described that through the Knights Templar, 
the Masonic Order has a special scholarship for pastors who have been in the ministry for several years and are still at least a 
dozen years away from retirement, to go to Israel as part of a tour, only for clergy. John did a great deal of work, driving to 
represent the church and his pastor, and suddenly next February, I am planning to go to the Holy Lands. I am incredibly 
humbled and honored to be able to do this, and grateful to the Masons for making this possible. 

FAMILY SYSTEMS THEORY 
by Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey       

While most of us are aware of Freud and Jung and Psychiatric therapy, there is an alternative school identified as Family 
Systems Theory. Family Systems was created by a Doctor, Murray Bowen in the 1950s at Georgetown University, recognizing 
that instead of focusing on the individual, groups of individuals or treating individuals, we could recognize that people are part 
of family systems. The reality is that we do not live in a world of abstraction or theory, we live in very subjective intersecting 
worlds, and our earliest most basic form of reference are our nuclear family. When any one individual in a family experiences 
crisis, the whole family unit respond in differing ways, to maintain balance and to care for the individual. The difficulty is that 
at times we cannot emotionally or intellectually or spiritually differentiate ourselves and our desires or needs from those of our 
family system. When an abuse occurs, or a crisis happens, the family develops behaviors and condones relationships outside 
what has been their normal. When we have multiple identities in our family, things can be confusing, because we are uncertain 
if we are confronting our supervisor or our parent, for example. Rather than my going away for Continuing Education, each 
month, I am taking part in an On-Line Lecture and Therapy session, to better understand our church and community as family 
systems. 
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To My Church Family, 

We’ve Just Passed The 3 Month Mark Since My 
Shoulder Fracture, But At The 2-1/2 Month Mark 
I Got The Good News That I Had Healed.  Now 
More Apprehensive PT HAs STarted. 

Thanks To All For The Calls, Cards & Offers Of 
Help.  Especially Appreciated Were Your Prayers. 

In Christian Love, Jane Downs 

Dear Church Family, 

After 29 Years,We Are Moving To Fairport, Ny 
To Be Near Mary’s Sisters And Relatives.  We 
Are Going To Miss This Beautiful, Old Church 
But More Importantly We Are Going To Miss 
You All, Our Church Family. 

Special Thank-Yous To You Craig, Mario, 
Peggy Surdam, Doris, Sue And All Bell Choirs 
And Our Choir Led By Brian , Men;S Breakfast 
And The Evening Circle. 

To Our Church Family, We Take Many 
Wonderful Memories Of You, With Us! 

 This Has Been A Blessing! 
 Mary & Bill Stevens 

CHAPEL HOUSE THANK YOU 
by Teresa Motz 

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! The Chapel House Silverware Collection Was Simply Amazing! 
Thank you all so very much for your overwhelming response to the request for silverware to augment 
the dishes that were donated to Chapel House Homeless Shelter in Auburn.  The objective was to 
assemble sets of 12 utensils: 4 knives, 4 forks, and 4 spoons.  Because silverware often includes dinner 
forks and salad forks as well as soup spoons and teaspoons, an effort was made to include 2 large 
forks and two small forks as well as 2 large spoons and 2 small spoons in each set to allow for cooking 
and serving with a larger pieces and eating with a smaller ones. 
 Some sets were complete matches while others were an eclectic but beautiful useful assortment.  We 
were able to assemble 34 complete sets of 12 pieces, 9 sets of 8 (spoons and knives), 17 miscellaneous 
tableware pieces, and 32 miscellaneous serving pieces. These will allow the assembly of complete 
dish kits from the hundreds of dishes that were donated. A dish kit includes plates, bowls, cups, and 
now silverware! One is provided to each person who successfully goes through the programs at 
Chapel House and is able to move into their very own apartment. Thanks again for your generous and 
overwhelming response!
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Break Bag Blitz 
by Mel Bolivar 

This holiday season, we are choosing to give back locally 
to second graders in Syracuse by filling Break Bags with 
goodies that will help them pass their winter break with 
activities and snacks to keep them safely engaged.   

Syracuse’s poverty rate remains among the poorest in the 
nation.  It is difficult to understand what that means to the 
children of Syracuse, until you ask them how they spend 
their free time.  They may play tag. They may go to the 
park.  They don’t color or do puzzles, nor do they make 
things using their imaginations, simply because they do 
not own the materials to do so. 

We tend to remember to give to the poor at Christmas 
time, but poverty never takes a break.   That is where we 
come in.  Our goal is to collect enough items to fill 280 
Break Bags by February 1, 2017.  In February, the kids of Frazer School, Dr. King, and Bellview will have a week-long 
winter break.  That means they won’t get the breakfast, lunch and snacks they are used to. There will be no vacations to 
Disney.  And it will be too cold to go to the park or play tag.   

If we can give them materials to allow them to use their imaginations, a little snack, and a book to read, it will keep them 
safely engaged while sending the message that someone cares about them.  

$13.00 will supply a complete bag.  Make checks out to First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles, memo “Break Bags.” 
Or take a shopping list with you on your next shopping trip—many items can be found at the dollar store.  Get your 
family and friends involved.  Thanks for showing them someone cares! 

Break Bag Blitz Shopping List 
 
Each Bag needs ONE OF EACH of the following: 
 

1) 24 OR 36 Count of Crayons 
 

2) Kids Scissors 
 

3) 3-Pack of Glue Sticks 
 

4) Pack of Construction Paper 
 

5) 60-piece or more Puzzle 
 

6) Coloring & Activity Book 
 

7) Level 1 Reading Book 

 
8) 1 Container of Playdough 

 
9) Box of Fruit and Grain Bars 

 
10) Box of Granola Bars 

 
11) 1 Pair of Kids’ Socks  

 
12) Toothbrush and Toothpaste 

 
13) Drawstring Bag 

 
Please Bring to the Church by February 1, 2017 
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One Mission Trip but  
three “3” delegations?  

Yes, in an effort to include all God’s 
children the Mission Committee of 
Skaneateles Presbyterian Church has 
decided to encourage all the congregation 
and their friends to participate.   

• We will travel together 
• We will sleep in the same camp 
• We will have morning devotionals 

together sometimes in English and 
sometimes in Spanish 

But… 
• We will have different tasks 
• We will have different groups leaders 

from NY and PR 
• We will have different goals and we 

will serve different people 
And… 

We Will Serve ONE God!  

Why go to Puerto Rico?  

At times, strong relationships between 
the church in Puerto Rico and other 
parts of the PCUSA have been 
frustrated by differences in location 
and language; yet, those differences 
have not brought the Synod of 
Boriquen immunity to the questions 
facing every expression of the church. 
With that in mind, our church is 
seeking to begin a partnership with 
the Vega Alta United Presbyterian 
Church. Which is located on 30 
minutes from San Juan Puerto Rico. 

Mission Trip New York - Puerto Rico July 24 - 31, 2017  

Information Meeting November 13th at 4pm - Great Room

Serving others is time well spend  
let us know that you are interested 
more details to follow  
write your name on the list or email 
revbolivar@skanpresby.org

Who are we working with?  

The Reverend Edwin A. González-
Castillo (San Juan Presbytery) is 
currently pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in Vega Alta, Puerto Rico. 
He serves as Vice-Moderator of the 
Presbytery of San Juan. For the last 
four years he has served as 
chairperson of the presbytery's 
Committee on Preparation for 
Ministry. He has served at all 
council levels of the Presbyterian 
Church.

Rev. Edwin Gonzales with 
Spouse Flor Velez

One Church Mission  
Trip With 3 Delegations!  

- Youth 13-17 
- Adults 18-Older 
- Family  

Members, friends, guest are all welcome! 

What you must know!  
• Your out of pocket expense is $475, 

which will only cover your airfare.  
• Sign-up deadline December 15th   
• Information Meeting Nov. 13th  
• We will coordinate fundraising to 

pay for all other expenses (Mission 
project, food, lodging, transport, 
leisure time, etc. ) 

mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
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SEFP THANKSGIVING BASKETS
We are collecting 60 cans of Fruit Cocktail and 60 Stuffing mixes.
Needed by Nov. 14th (for delivery of baskets on the 19th)
Thank You for your generosity

by Judy Gelston 

The holiday season is approaching faster than many would like. CROP 
Walk took place on the 23rd of October with a great amount of support for 
walkers, especially for Dante! The Pantry receives one quarter of the 
money raised from CROP in our area. These events really help make our 
clients less food insecure.  
Some upcoming events in the next couple of weeks to be watching for are 
the Scouting Food Drive on 11-5 and the schools different food drives. 
These additional food drives help us provide some well received extras.  
The kitchen store Rhubarb in the Village held a knife sharpening event 
which raised over $200.00 for the Pantry. As we purchase most all of our 
food from the Food Bank of CNY we enjoy a 182% on our dollars spent. 

This really helps!  
We have begun holiday sign ups. Please refer clients to me as there is not any reason anyone needs to be hungry in 
our Village. We have many avenues to use to help with enrolling in HEAP, WIC and SNAP referrals. Just this past 
year we we ordered and had delivered nearly 7 tons of food. With our discount we only needed to pay for $5,291.06 
for the retail value of $14,921.06.  

The holiday season is approaching faster than many would like. CROP Walk took place 
on the 23rd of October with a great amount of support for walkers, especially for Dante! 
The Pantry receives one quarter of the money raised from CROP in our area. These 
events really help make our clients less food insecure. 

Some upcoming events in the next couple of weeks to be watching for are the Scouting 
Food Drive on 11-5 and the schools different food drives. These additional food drives 
help us provide some well received extras.

The kitchen store Rhubarb in the Village held a knife sharpening event which raised 
over $200.00 for the Pantry. As we purchase most all of our food from the Food Bank of 
CNY we enjoy a 182% on our dollars spent. This really helps!

We have begun holiday sign ups. Please refer clients to me as there is not any reason 
anyone needs to be hungry in our Village. We have many avenues to use to help with 
enrolling in HEAP, WIC and SNAP referrals. 

Just this past year we we ordered and had delivered nearly 7 tons of food. With our 
discount we only needed to pay for $5,291.06 for the retail value of $14,921.06. 

Thank you to all who have supported us.

Judy Gelston

THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH  
by Rev. Craig Lindsey  

Never from the pulpit would a preacher identify the sins of an individual, that would be wrong. However, the Bible in both 
Old and New Testaments, especially the Letters, does identify individuals and their circumstance as acts of faith. This 
month we stop to recognize and lift up before God those who died in the last many months. We have also had the Baptism 
of Noah Forsland, whose parents Dane and Lindsey were married here five years ago (Lindsey Forsland’s parents own and 
operate Anyella’s Winery). A second couple, Dave and Sally VanOstrand were married here nine years ago, and now with 
two sons Eliot and Rhett, they have joined our Church. October 1st Cassondra Sheriff and Corbin Shermory were joined in 
matrimony. It seems like just yesterday, Cassondra was sitting in worship with Elsie Kellar and Martha Cross as a three year 
old learning to worship God and how to pray, and now she is married and beginning her life with Corbin. 

OUR SUDANESE MISSION 
by Jack Howard 

Fortunately the dry season is approaching in South Sudan and drier roads mean better travel for our JDF  
personnel to transferring money, food and supplies to our four outlying clinics. Dry season also means the native population 
can now get back to planting family gardens relieving the shortages of food and a return to family living. 
 Security is improving with a new Vice President and minimizing intra tribal strife. Our Duk Payuel Clinic is getting back to 
normal and will again be our flagship clinic. 
 Operating funds have been running out due to the major International and US major donors holding back because of 
security issues. UNISEF has just come thru and we are counting on Dan Pisegna being successful in getting other major 
donors such as US-AID. World Bank, and World Food Bank to come thru. 
 John Dau and Dan Pisegna now have a competent staff of four people carrying out JDF operating functions at our Juba 
Headquarters. Joh Deng Abot is our Field Coordinator that does an excellent job or keeping all 4 clinics operating at top 
performance. John Dau reports he and his family are doing very well in their new Richmond VA environment. Martha is 
back to good health and teachers at John School are asking for John to have more time teaching.  
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Skaneateles Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elders 

2016                             2017                                2018                     Youth Elders 
Joe Grasso                            David Badami                   David Graham                         *Vacant 
Cindy Hinman                      Ginny Fennessy                Cindy Dempsey 
Claudia Lambdin                  Jill Marshall                      Doug Hamlin  
Kathleen Witter                    Doug Rutan                      Mary Margaret Biss 

Elder Alternates 
Heidi Cross, Michael Glowacki

2018                 

Kay Barton 
Lee Bennett 
Bill Burdick 
David Rottger 
Alyssa Rottger 
*Vacant  

Deacons 2016                 

Steve Frackenpohl 
Gary Heyer 
Merrily Heyer 
Deb McLear 
Tom Murphy 
Sandy Nichols 

2017                 

Lisa Lincoln 
Sandy Holbrook 
Adam Cross 
Chris Pardee 
Carol Ackles 
Beth O’Sullivan 

Youth Deacon 

Melissa Biver 

* If your birthday or Anniversary is in November and you do not see your name, email revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

To see our Church Calendar, please visit!  
www.skanpresby.org/calendar

November Birthdays!  

Ginny Fennessy 11/2 
Greg Hinman 11/9 
Caroline Bernazzani 11/5 
Chad Rogers 11/1 
Julian Corsello 11/14 
Dick Poppa 11/5 
Julia Marshall 11/18 
Maureen Soderberg 11/18 
Marna Plank 11/4 
Ann Fey 11/26 
Dolores May 11/28 
Claudia Lambdin 11/19 
Judy Lindsey 11/19 
Tom Hancock 11/30 
Carol Ackles 11/9 

November Anniversaries! 

Carol and Skip Gassler 11/23 
Karen and Sky Graham 11/28 
Ann and Ko Fey   11/30  

http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar
http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar


First Presbyterian Church 
 97 E. Genesee Street 
 Skaneateles, NY 13152 

Phone: 315-685-5048 
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org 
Website: www.skanpresby.org 

Rev. Dr. Craig J. Lindsey, Pastor 
Rev. Mario Bolivar, Associate Pastor 
Peggy Surdam, Business Admin/Treasurer 
Brian O. Ackles, Adult Choir Director 
Doris Hill, Organist 
Susan Grady, Bell Choir Director 
Eddie Hernandez, Sexton 
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